Individual Applications to The Dušan Nedelko Foundation: Important Information

The Dušan Nedelko Foundation provides financial support to youth who need this to participate in or deliver enabling outdoor experiences in Ontario, Canada.  We are passionate about helping children and youth develop through outdoor activities, life and leadership skill sets, a strong sense of accomplishment and connection with nature that will guide ongoing healthy life choices and stewardship of the environment.  We seek to have significant impact in the lives of as many youth in need as we can, through supporting their participation in safe, motivational, outdoor learning programs.  

Youth and children (with the help of a guardian) of 18 years or younger are encouraged to apply for  support they need for all or part the costs (depending on need) of participating in an outdoor learning program based in Ontario.  We support program fees and where we can, additional costs of participating in  these programs such as transportation and required equipment.  We additionally consider applications from older Ontario residents for portions of tuition fees associated with a training program that prepares them to become an effective mentor of youth in outdoor programs.  

Our annual awards currently range up to a maximum of $2 500 each.   Applicants can demonstrate a need for assistance by applying before either of our bi-annual spring or fall Equinox deadlines (upcoming: September 22, 2010,  March 20, 2011).  We will review all applications, respond to these within the month that follows and award funds as we can when they are required within the year that follows.   On an occasional, 'emergency' basis, where we can make a significant difference  but the opportunity occurs between our regular funding terms, we may award an applicant up to $500 within a minimum processing time of 3 weeks.  

Upon receipt of your completed application, our Review Committee will assess it along with others to decide if we can support the entire or a part of the funds you apply for.  Following our regular bi-annual application deadlines, we will respond to all applicants within a month, letting you know if you are eligible to receive a bursary and the amount.  We will respond to short-term, 'emergency' applications throughout the year, within 3 weeks of a complete application being received. 

Should you receive an award, you will then be required to sign and return the letter we send, which will act as a contract between you and the  Dušan Nedelko Foundation.  If you have been awarded the fees required to participate in a program with an organization such as a camp or youth group, we will contact that organization to hold a spot for you in their program and to arrange payment of fees directly to them.  Should you be applying for other related costs such as for those of required equipment or transportation to the program, we will collect detailed invoices or receipts for these costs and then forward the specifically required funds to either yourself or the adult who has or will guarantee to pay for these costs on your behalf. 

Additional funding sources 

We recommend and encourage applicants to consider fundraising beyond our Foundation, as full bursaries for  particularly lengthy programs are sometimes not available due to the number of applicants each year.  Some service clubs you might consider approaching for a part of your program costs in your area  include the Rotary, Lions, Kiwanis clubs.  The Rotary, for example, often has a youth committee with the mandate to support community members; they are often looking for speakers and may be interested in helping to support you on an outdoor learning adventure in exchange for a short presentation. Other local Community Agencies you might consider: youth organizations, women’s groups, university clubs and sports organizations/ Check with your local Library or Chamber of Commerce for a list of Community Agencies. Local Newspapers, Lifestyle Sections, may be interested in a story and pictures in return for sponsorship. Also consider employment training programs, outdoor organizations/stores and/or church groups. Some individuals have been very successful in raising money for their learning adventures through such activities as car washes, garage sales, empty beer bottle drives or refreshment stands at various events. 

The  Dušan Nedelko Foundation (DNF) respects the privacy and security of all applicants to our programs.  We will not use any of the information provided in these application questions for any other purpose than to assess where our support is most needed and to respond to applicants and their families privately.  All information provided, including contact information will only be accessed by DNF Application Review Committee and administrative members and will not be distributed outside our organization.  We have taken special web-based security precautions to ensure this with on-line forms.

Please send all applications or questions to:

email: apply@dusansfoundation.org
Fax: 1‐877‐510‐DOUS (3687)

or

The Dušan Nedelko Foundation, 

c/o Dan Nedelko 34 Carmine Cresc. ,Cambridge, Ontario, N3C 3Z1

If you encounter a problem with or a question that our on-line communications do not address, contact us at 519-500-5718 for assistance.

Individual Bursary Application Form:

Eligibility Requirements 

1.  Applicant must be an Ontario resident or applying for support to attend an outdoor program based in Ontario.

2.  Applicants must be 18 years or younger or applying for a portion of fees for a mentoring-youth training program.

3. Applicant must demonstrate financial need. 

4. First time applicants will be given priority. 

Only complete applications will be reviewed. 

Please ensure you return the following documents: 

 Bursary Application with complete Financial Information

 Reference Form 

A reference are required. Suggested sources include teachers, principal, guidance counsellor, medical professional, professor, coach, supervisor or another member respected within  the community.  References do not need to be from someone who knows the intimacies of your financial situation, but someone who can help us better understand you and your commitment to participating within an outdoor program. The reference should not be from a family member. 

Participant Information: 

Name: 

Birth date (MM/DD/YY): 



Address: City/Town: 

Province/State: 

Postal/Zip Code: 

Home Phone: ( ) 

Other phone: 

email (optional, if this is a preferred method of communicating directly with you):

Guardian Information: 

Name(s): 

Relationship: 

Address: City/Town: 

Province/State: Postal/Zip Code: Country: 

Home phone: ( ) Work: ( ) Cell: ( ) 

Email: 

Experience Information:

What is the name of the outdoor learning experience are you applying for support with?

Who offers or organizes this experience?

Organization's Name:

Contacts :  Phone:

email:

website:

Where does the experience take place?

When does the experience take place (start and end dates)?

What is the deadline for registration for this experience?

Are you applying for 'short term' funding support from DNF?  (does the program start before a month past our next funding deadline?) ***please ensure if you are sending in an application for short term support by email that you indicate this in the subject line of your email ****

What do expect to learn or how do you expect to grow from participating in this experience?

Have you applied for and received a bursary from the Dusan Nedelko Foundation before? Yes No

Financial Information:

What is the cost of this experience? (please include taxes)  Program / Tuition Fees: $


Other (please note / list what these are below along with $ values and where / who you received quotes from)

Transportation (eg. Bus or train tickets):



Required Equipment:

Should the DNF not be able to fund your entire experience, what portion of the costs are you confidant could be raised from other sources?  $

What are these sources?

What portion could you provide from your own or family income / savings ? $

What is the net minimum you need from DNF to be able to participate in this experience? 

Family Budget of Applicant Youth (income and expenses supporting applicant's living)

*Please complete each budget line with estimated values. Should a budget line not apply to you, please indicate with a zero.  This information will remain confidential and is collected to help our Application Review Committee make decisions about where our support is needed the most.
Please indicate whose information you are including below: 

Applicant:

Parent(s)/ Guardian(s) :

Supporting Spouse: 

Youth in Your Family 

Amount / number:

Annual Educational / recreational Costs for all:

Monthly Income 

Monthly Net Wages / Salary / profits:

Government Income: 

Child Care Support:

Other Support :

Total Net Monthly Income: 

Monthly Expenses (estimates)
Rent/mortgage 

Utilities 

Phone 

Food 

Clothing 

Car payments:

Transportation costs (gas, bus, parking) 

Insurance (home, car and life) 

Child Care 

Uninsured Expenses (Medical, Dental, Optical) 

Other 

Total Expenses B 

Monthly Net Income : Total Income (A) minus Total Expenses (B) :
Any other important notes on your financial situation as it relates to the need of support for the applicant to participate in this outdoor learning experience: 

I (We) declare that the information provided is true and complete. 

Applicant’s Signature 

Date:

Parent/Guardian’s Signature 

Date:

DNF Bursary Application Reference Form 

(completed by an adult who knows the youth and is not a family member)
Applicant’s Name: 

In what capacity and for how long have you known the applicant and family? 

 Employee  Student  Acquaintance  Other (please define): 

Years/months:

Your (Reference's) Name: 

Your Occupation 

Your Address:
Phone Number (day) (evening) :

Please describe the applicant’s personal situation and how you believe he/she will benefit from participating in the outdoor learning experience they are applying for support from the Dušan Nedelko Foundation for. What interest in the program has the applicant shown? Are there any circumstances in the applicant’s personal life that we should be aware of prior to making our decision? 

Please describe what you know of the applicant’s financial situation.

Please provide any additional information that you feel would assist the Application Review Committee. 

I declare that the information provided is true and complete. 

Signature 

Date :
Please return form to: 

 The Dušan Nedelko Foundation, apply@dusansfoundation.org, Fax: 1‐877‐510‐DOUS (3687)
Or  c/o Dan Nedelko 34 Carmine Cresc. ,Cambridge, Ontario, N3C 3Z1
